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TEE BOOK OF SNOBS

word for 'word in both, It appeared at a time when c Punch '
was lampooning Prince Albert almost weekly^ and not sparing
in his ridicule of the young Queen Victoria. ' Punch } was no
snob then,) no tuft-hunter^ no apologist for the honesty of

Thackeray^ Jerrold, and Leech, The
term snob has either changed its
meaning since Thackeray*s day or

------ Wel^ to return to Thackeray,

Apropos of Georgws, the ' Jirsf
gentleman in JZ-uropej he asks,
' What is a gentleman ? ' That
brilliant dramatist and charming
companion^ Captain Marshall^ said
in one of his plays (' The Lady of
Leeds;), f a gentleman is a were
superstition of the working' classes*
There is little doubt that in
Thackeray's day his readers said
(although they did not bettem if)
that a snob was a mere superstition
of the Satirist. To-day snobs smiU
when they read this volum^^ and
accept it as possibly a fair descrip-
tion of ' those curious early Victor*
ian impossible people? Ye gods!
Fancy a Thackeray an *WMs Who
in Snobland* to-day I

Mr. M> H. Spielmann in * The
Hitherto Unidentified Contributions
of W. M, Thackeray to "Punch"' considers it somewhat
strange that a man of such quick and fruitful imagination
should have achieved so little success in ' Punch's' Councils as
a suggester of subjects for the weekly cartoons. It will fa
remembered that the duty of ' Punchs7 staff-officers is not only
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